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intervention of which produces one, two, or three bounds
forward.

At 600 yards, the line is formed by men in close
alignment as a result of the entry into line of other
companies; a long interval of time then passes for
preparing the attack. The fire develops and reaches
an extreme violence; the dispositions of march are
condensed into dispositions of attack.

The attack is launched, etc.

So far as the study of fire (which we are following for
the moment) is concerned, what do these dispositions
show?

They disclose first of all a theory: up to 800 yards,
fire produces but a weak effect, and must therefore be
resorted to as little as possible; at 800 yards it becomes
decisive; an undisputable superiority must then be
secured. Their practice follows from this theory: the
dispersion and dropping out on the way of men and
cartridges must be carefully avoided up to 800 yards.
From that moment on, expenditure must be lavish, a
large number of rifles being thrown together into line;
on the other hand, riflemen must be commanded, brought
up in companies, or at least in whole platoons, with a
complete set of cartridges.

Such tactics are capable of ensuring the efficiency,
duration and violence <of fire required, owing to a con-
stant direction given by a commander previously taught
in training camps to practise the technique of fire and
owing to a direction received by men previously exer-
cised in these same training camps to practising the
mechanism of fire in war.

Thus do exercises carried out in peace time (training
camps, grand manoeuvres, etc.) prepare troops in the
highest degree for performing on the battle-field the
act of fighting by fire.

Fire has, indeed, become an unavoidable phase of
that action through force called attack. You can no
longer assault an untouched adversary, as one often
did in the old days, by merely appealing to energy.1

* An action with the arms in use to-day confirms and reinforces
the accuracy of Napoleon's saying: "The firearm is everything; the
rest is nothing."

As a matter of fact, modern rifles produce important effects tip to
1500 yards; guns at a distance three times greater. The "haii of